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Honoring Dr. King 
Hope everyone had a nice three-day weekend and had 
some time to reflect on Dr. King, his dream, and how 
we can continue to ‘carry his torch.’ To launch our 
discussion in class last week, we read Martin’s Big 
Words by Darren Rappaport, learning about his life 
and his vision. Prejudice is not an easy topic in any 
grade, let alone second, so we focused on advocacy—
speaking up for what is right, treating others with 
kindness and respect, and why Dr. King is important to 
our history. Each child wrote a reflection in their 
writer’s notebook after reading the book and there 
were quite a few heartfelt ones. We also took a little 
time to add our own “I Have a Dream…” statements 
and added them to our classroom door, inviting others 
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Dates At-a-Glance 

1/23 Yoga with Cecily—
please wear comfy, 
stretchable clothes. 

2/8 Jog-a-Thon 10:30am & 
the 100th Day of School :-) 

Homeplay 

Math Book: Week 17 

Math Game: Time Flies!  

Spelling Words: Week 17 

Inspirations 

“Darkness cannot drive 
out darkness; only light 
can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate; 
only love can do that.” 

~ Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 
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to think about what they are willing to advocate for in 
the world. And since prejudice is such a broad, deep 
topic that touches on so many aspects of our society, 
please talk with your child about how your family can 
continue to carry Dr. King’s torch.

I Wish You More… by Room 12 
It’s on it’s way! Our very own class book created by 
writers, dreamers, and artists in Room 12. And how 
perfect is our timing?!? Pages such as “I wish you more 
love than hate…” go perfectly with our theme of empathy 
right now. Our class book (‘published’ through 
Shutterfly, thanks to our SEA mini-grant) is on display 
in the classroom if you want to come in and take a read 
before or after school. It’s super cute :-)

Cinderella Stories 
We’ll be launching our unit on multicultural Cinderella 
stories this week and will continue our thread of 
empathy through these books. 

Subtraction Action 
Room 12 mathematicians have been working really hard 
to grapple with strategies for subtraction, and I’m 
really proud of their focus, tenacity, and learning. Some 
of our strategies include ‘break-apart’ and ‘number line.’ 
Sometimes—depending on the subtraction problem—
we also might ‘just know.’ Ask your child to show and 
tell you what strategy (if any) they would use for the 
following subtraction problems (and remember, they 
might ‘just know'): 10-6, 17-7, 24-8, 72-44.

Have a wonderful four-day week! ~ Ms. Boyesen
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Books We Read Last 
Week: 

Ask what surprised or 
inspired your child in 
reading these books: 

• Everybody Needs a Rock 
by Byrd Baylore 

• Charlotte and the Rock by 
Stephen M. Martin 

• Martin’s Big Words by 
Doreen Rappaport 

Upcoming Birthdays 

• Angelica 2/3 

• Gracie 2/22 

Rock Day Report 

The kids had fun 
nicknaming, sharing, 
photographing and writing 
about their rocks. Thank you 
to families who sent their 
child to school with a 
special rock even with so 
little notice.
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